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The Continuing Problem of Half-Read Books

I’m not the only one who worries about half-read books. Becky Wolsk, a

wonderful writer from one of my novel workshops at the Writer’s Center,

sent these excellent suggestions for how to cope with the angst of the book

that can’t be finished:

“Your post [last week] strikes a chord because like you, I maintain a record

of all the books I read, and it makes me reluctant to dump out of a book

that I'm slogging through instead of enjoying. Here's how I dump out of it

anyway:

1) If you don't like it or see something useful in it by the 100th page, dump

out.

2) In my book journal, I write "dumped out of xxxx by xxxx." That way, I

have a record that I was interested in it. Because my book journal is not just

a list of accomplishment, so to speak, but also a way I can document where

I was steering my reading life for that year.

3) Instead of saying, "I'm not going to finish this book," consider saying,

"I've now read enough to transfer this book over to #857 on my Books I

Want to Read list. That means, I'll get back to it at some point, maybe, but

it's not really on my radar screen anymore.

Books that bore me are like boring friends. I may decide, from now on, that

I will white-lie my way out of getting together with them.”

Posted by Leslie at 7:14 AM 
Labels: Tough Questions, What I'm Reading

Home

Share  Report Abuse  Next Blog» Create Blog  Sign In

Work-in-Progress: The Continuing Problem of Half-Read Books http://workinprogressinprogress.blogspot.com/2009/01/continui...

1 of 3 11/9/09 2:28 PM



Work-in-
Progress

B L O G R O L L :  L I T E R A R Y

32 Poems Magazine

About Last Night

Book Publicity Blog

Bookslut

Buzz, Balls & Hype

Editorial Ass

Elegant Variation, The

Emerging Writers Network

GalleyCat

Madam Mayo

Maud Newton

Miss Snark, Literary Agent

Paper Cuts

Rate Your Students

Sun Magazine, The

Writer's Center

B L O G R O L L :  S E C R E T
O B S E S S I O N S

Astronomy Picture of the Day

Corn Cam

Fat Cyclist

Found Magazine

LOLcats

Overheard in New York

Scotch Blog

Slate magazine

Television Without Pity

Top Chef

VeloNews

R E S O U R C E S  F O R
W R I T E R S

AlphaDictionary (specialty
dictionaries)

Association of Writers &
Writing Programs

Bread Loaf Writers'
Conference

Duotrope's Digest

 

Work-in-Progress: The Continuing Problem of Half-Read Books http://workinprogressinprogress.blogspot.com/2009/01/continui...

2 of 3 11/9/09 2:28 PM



Work-in-Progress: The Continuing Problem of Half-Read Books http://workinprogressinprogress.blogspot.com/2009/01/continui...

3 of 3 11/9/09 2:28 PM


